
 

Political Cartoon Project Handout 
Your assignment is to draw a political cartoon expressing your point of view over a topic during the 
Era of Imperialism. Possible topics you could argue for or against are the Spanish-American war, the 
building of the Panama Canal, the White Man’s Burden or any other topic concerning the Era of 
Imperialism. Your cartoon must have the following: 

- The content of the cartoon is accurate historically to the topic. And your point of view is 
clearly evident. 

- The cartoon has all 5 conceptual elements of a political cartoon: caricature, exaggeration, 
symbolism, satire, and a caption(s). 

- The cartoon can be clearly read, it is very understandable, and drawn with precision. 
- The cartoon is clearly original with no elements borrowed from examples. 
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